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2 hand of our God is upon all them for good ; 


that ſeek him but his power and his wrath 


are againſt all them that Forſake him; 00 
dee faſted, and beſought our God for this, 2 


and be Was Intreated 1 US. 


Ox e of the 1 a moſt pleaſing : 


ideas that the human mind can entertain, is 


the conſtant agency of a divine Providence; 
it always affords rational and true comfort 
| to the ſoul of man, to be perſuaded, that- 
be, who created all things by the word of 
| his power, is at this moment, and in every 
D point of time, graciouſly engaged i in direct- 
ing the operations of the natural and moral 
world ; at once for the production of uni- 
AS: | verfal 


> 


Fa 1 


verſal as well as individual good. It could 


not be reconciled to our conception of the 
divine nature, that God, who in the be- 


ginning faid, * let there be light, and there 


Was light; ho faid, * let there be lights 
in the firmament of the heaven, to divide 
the day from the night, and let them be for 
: ſigns and for ſeaſons, and for days and 
years; and who faid, ** let us make man 
after our own image and ſimilitude: It 
1 cannot, I ay, in reaſon be ſuppoſed, that : 
= that great and glorious Being, who ſpake Et 
the word and the world was ates, - who 
commanded, and it came forth, ſhould re- 
main unconcerned about the works of his 
own hands. He is not only the Creator, 
but he is alſo the Governor of the univerſe. 
As he made it by his power, ſo he rules it 
by his wiſdom: The annals of the whole 
world, as well as the hiſtory of every na- 
tion under heaven, accordin gly declare the ; 
controling power of his Providence ; z'they ; 
proclaim, with the voice of univerſal truth, | 
this eternal record, that “ verily there is a 
reward for the righteous, doubtleſs there i is 


a God which Juderth the earth. e 
Without 


F P A 1K Ra ES x £7 55 * - 
N 4:5 x PATTIE (SE) EF RR e * 4 x 3 
8 Ez NR os 23 J I or LD PT EO ITS CE , oe eb ATE: 5 : * | 725 
3 5 77. OE ISL FI ar OE ME —ñp ß ĩ ß ˖—«ð/q mf I ey gen Vion i 
Jdc Re OI |: «2 . wt 


2 J 
5 
8 
8 
2 
— 
— * 
a. 
. 
e. he 
5 
1 
— 
. 
n 
28 
5 
8 
0 2 75 Us 
N 
55 
< 
. 


41 


: Without recurring to other particulars, for 
= 6 proof of this, I might only inſtance the 
tremendous event of the flood ; or, if the 


univerſal deluge be too far diſtant, I might 
mention the various calamities of the Jews, 


whom God had choſen as his peculiar people, 
to ſerve him; but who, by frequent rebel- 


lion and groſs idolatry, juſtly became ob- 


jects of his wrath and anger, and who, as 

A puniſhment, were carried away into divers 
= captivities; whole city of Jeruſalem has 
= how ſince ſuffered the abomination of deſo= 
nation, ſpoken of by Daniel the prophet ; * 
| = and who, we all know, remain at this mo- 
ment ſcattered over the face of the earth, 
being a by-w: ord of contempt among the = 
nations; affording a ſtanding memorial in 
the face of the whole world, to whom ven- 


geance belongeth ; and a living miracle, 


through all ages, of the providential power 
of God. 1 might appeal to the terrible de- 

ſtruction of Tyre and Sidon, of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, on whom it rained fire and 
brimſtone from heaven, and deſtroyed en 
all: Or I might call to your remembrance 


events which have happened in your own 


2 : country, 


J * 
I 
{ 
*; 
* 
f 
y 


. 


t4 4 


country, a country favoured of heaven fo 
highly,—events which have come to paſs 
recently, as well as in days of old;— 
things which your fathers have declared 
unto you, as well as what you yourſelves 
have feen and heard; — circumſtances, A 
variety of which point out the guardian 
care of Providence, ard beſpeak, to the 


intelligent mind, the viſible finger of God. 


But think not that I labour to prove this 
truth; you have felt it, no doubt, every 
one of you, in your various particular con- 
cerns of life: As individuals, this moſt 
aſſuredly muſt have been the caſe: yet, on 5 
this head, I would rather addreſs you as 
Chriſtians, who believe in the eternal truths 
aof the Goſpel ; which declares, by the voice 
of: Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, that the 8 
| very hairs of your head are numbered, and 
that not even a ſparrow falleth to the ground 
without the knowledge of your heavenly 
Father; © for the hand of our God is upon 
all them for good that ſeek him, and his 


power and his wrath. are e againſt a all en i 
of that torſake him,” 2 
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Man is a being Agesbte on his Maker; 


in himſelf only he is wretched and miſer- 


able and poor and blind, and naked; nn 


- unhappy moment humbles his pride; a 
trifling accident cali lay him in the ty, 4 
Being of himſelf unable to help himſelf, 
affliction and calamity teach him to apply 
to his Almighty Protector; they bid him 
look up to that high and lofty one who in- 
habiteth eternity, who dwelleth in the hea- 
vens, in whom we live and move and 
have our being.” »The moſt ſublime, and 
at the ſame time, the moſt delightful uſe 1 
our faculties, is to employ them in pre- 
ſerving a ſpiritual communion with our 
Maker, our Father, and our God. Even 
while on earth, the genuine and true ſource 
of our happineſs is, that our converſation 
be in heaven. The exalted Majeſty of the 
great Jehovah is indeed infinitely above us: 
his glory far exceedeth any thing that we 
can imagine; and his perfections are now 
only known in part, for we at preſent ſee 
through a glaſs darkly, and not face to 
face. Vet, even now, by ſupplication and 


Peter, we may humbly approach his di- 


44 3 vine 


F:. 8: 3 | 
vine Majeſty ; we may hold deli ohtful com- 
munion with our Creator, and the ſoul of 
man, while remaining in the tabernacle of 
the fleſh, may enter into a divine intercourſe 
with the ſpirit of Gd. 

Now, if there was ever a time that 2 
on men to look up to an Almighty Provi- 
dence, and to put their confidence in him, 
it is the preſent moment. (We live in an 

6 age of great and miraculous event.) Within 
theſe few years, a torrent of novel circum- 
| ſtances has burſt forth, flowing without in- 
 termiſſion, like the irruption of a volcano, | 
or like the great deluge ; while the trem- | 
bling and aſtoniſhed world has been con- 
founded and overwhelmed by what has come 
to paſs. Many of the prophecies denounced 
in Scripture, have been fatally witneſſed. 
Familiar ſcenes of murder have hardened 
the human heart. The angry paſſions of 
men have been inflamed to the higheſt pitch 8 
of brutal fury. This moral concuſſion hath 
vibrated to every quarter of the world; 
powers and principalities have felt the ſhock ; 

| the palace and the cottage have alike fallen. 

[ The womb. of | time; at this moment is big 


in the moon, and in the ſtars, and upon 


18 1 


With great eveiits, Ve ſhall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars, ſee that ye be not 
troubled; for all theſe things muſt come to 
| paſs, but the end is not yet. For nation 
hall riſe up againſt nation, and kingdom 
againſt kingdom, and there ſhall be famines 
and peſtilences and earthquakes, in divers 


| places. T There ſhall be ſigns in the 8 . 


carth diſtreſs of nations with perplexity ; . 


A — 
—— — An as 


the ſea and the waves roaring : Men's hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking after 


thoſe Hias which are coming urn the 
Ay earth.” A OE 


This piece 0 Saks was written for ; 7 


our ſakes, and it is a ſolemn warning to put 

us in remembrance of that latter days when 

we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment ſeat 

of Chriſt, when every one of us ſhall be 

called upon individually, to give up an ac- 

count of himſelf to God, and be rewarded 
or puniſhed as he ſhall be found to have 
done good or evil. Theſe ſhall go into 
_ everlaſting. puniſhment, ig: the righteous 
: into life eternal.” | 


We 


1 8 1 
vine Majeſty; we may hold deli ohtful com- 


munion with our Creator, and the ſoul of 


man, while remaining in the tabernacle of 


the fleſh, may enter into a divine intercourſe 


with the ſpirit of God. 


Now, if there was ever a time that called ; 


on men to look up to an Almighty Provi- 
dence, and to put their confidence 1 in him, 


it 1s the preſent moment. We live! in an 
age of great and miraculous event. Within 


theſe few years, a torrent of wood circum- 
ſtances has burſt forth, flowing without in- 


termiſſion, like the irruption of. & volcano, 


or like the great deluge ; ; while the trem- 


bling and aſtoniſhed world has been con- 
founded and overwhelmed by what has come 
to paſs. Many of the prophecies denounced 
in Scripture, have been fatally witneſſed. 


Familiar ſcenes of murder have hardened 
the human heart. The angry paſſions of 


men have been inflamed to the higheſt pitch 
of brutal fury. This moral concuſſion hath 


[ 


3 


% 


V ibrated to every quarter of the world; 
8 powers and principalities have felt the ſhock ; 
the palace and the cottage have alike fallen. 


The womb of time at this moment is big 
with 
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with great events. Ve ſhall Hear of wars 
and rumours of wars, ſee that ye be not 


troubled ; for all theſe things muſt come to 
_ paſs, but the end is not yet. For nation 
ſhall riſe up againſt nation, and kingdom 
againſt kingdom, and there ſhall be famines 
and peſtilences and earthquakes, in divers 
places. There ſhall be ſigns in the ſun and 
in the moon, and in the ſtars, and upon 
_ earth. diſtreſs of nations with perplexity; 
the ſea and the waves roaring : Men's hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking after 8 


thoſe things which are coming * the 
earth. 2 


This piece of Scripture 1 was ; written for 8 


our ſakes, and it 18 a ſolemn warning to put 
us in remembrance of that latter diy; when 
We ſhall all ſtand before the judgment ſeat 
_ of Chriſt, when every one of us ſhall be | 
called upon individually, to give up an ac- 
count of himſelf to God, and be rewarded | 
or puniſhed as he ſhall be found to have 
5 done good or evil. "#6 Theſe ſhall go into 


everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous 
into life eternal“ 


[© 


We are all equally ignorant of the preciſe 
i time when this wild period ſhall come to 
paſs: of that day and hour,” ſays the 


great Redeemer, ** knoweth no man, no not 


| the angels 1 in heaven, but my Father only.“ 


It is our duty, however, as Chriſtians, to 
diſcern the ſi igns of the times, and to exa- 
mine how far they correſpond with what the 


Evangelifts have foretold : and, according 


to the expreſs prophecies of the New Teſta- 
ment, we cannot but perceive, that the 
powers of Antichriſt are paſſing : away. The 
Goſpel has been propagated in different parts 
olf the new world, and pagans are daily 
added tothe church : ſuperſtition and popery 
begin to hide their diminiſhed heads, and 
te deluſive impoſture of Mahomet appears 
to fall low before the kingdom of God and 
i his Chiiſt.-:-5 There ſhall be ſcoffers i in the 
haſt times,” ſays St. Peter; and too fatally 6 
we know there are. There are thoſe, to the 
| ſhame of human nature be it ſpoken, who 
are aſhamed of their Saviour, and who neglect 5 
or deny the Lord of life and glory. The : 
melancholy truth is but too certain ; . 
tremble at the mention of ſuch daring im- 
e | 


1 


penitence and wilful unbelicf. We can do 


no more than pity their error, pray for their 
converſion, and be grieved for their hard- 
neſs of heart, Yet our truſt is, that even 
evil, by the providence of the Almighty, 
ſhall turn to good; we ſtill pray, that his 
kingdom may come; and our hope is, that 
the very people who have publicly or indi- 
vidually denied their Redeemer, and blaſ- 
phemed their God; who have broken his 
| Sabbaths, violated his laws, and changed 
: his everlaſting decrees, ſhall, by his grace, 
return toa more rational faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and worſhip ( God 1 in ſpirit and | in truth. Of 
this, however, we are aſſured, from un- 
doubted authority, that this Goſpel of the 
: kingdom ſhall be preached | in all the world, 


for a witneſs unto all nations, and then ſhall 
the end come. 


And here there i 1s one important particular 


which demands our ferious attention; I 


mean the fatal degeneracy which is ſpoken 


MN im Scripture, at this awful viſitation of -- 
God. As the days of Noah were, ſo ſhall | 
the coming of the Son of Man be. For as 
in the 4275 chat were before the flood, they 


Were 


E 


were eating and drinking, marrying and 


giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 


entered into the ark, and knew not until the 
flood came and took them all away; fo ſhall 
_ allo the coming of the Son of Man be; 


therefore be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an 


5 hour as ye think not, the Son of Man 
cometh.” How then does this deſcription 
apply to the preſent day? Does it or does it 
not bear any reſemblance to the manners of : 
the age in which we live? Let every man 
make anf wer for himſelf, and prove his own _ 
work, then ſhall he have 1 rejoicing in himſelf 1 
; alone: For the day of the Lord will come 


AS A thief 1 in the 1 night, in the which the 


heavens being on fire ſhall be diſſolved, and 


the elements hall melt with fervent heat ; 


the earth allo and all the works that are 
therein ſhall be burned up; ſeeing then that 


all theſ c things ſhall be diffolved, what man 


ner of e ought ye to be in all holy 
converſation and andlineſs looking for and 


haſting unto the day of God. * 


5 have now called your attention to three 
FIN important particulars, —to the over- ruling 
providence of that all- ſceing and all-mighty 


_ God, 
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God, who governs and directs the world; — 
to thole ſignal events which have paſſed and 


are now paſſing 1 in review before your eyes. — 


and to that ſolemn day of account and ever- 
laſting judgmentat which wemuſtallappear. 
They are awful ideas, a good deal connected 
together, and of the higheſt moment to our 
preſent and eternal happineſs; which the 
= unbeliever cannot diſprove, which no man 
can deny. and which the ſincere follower of 
Chriſt is never to doubt. They are im- 
Sy preſſive truths, which « convey a folemn me- 
mento, calculated to rouſe the ſlumbering 
ſoul of man, and to recall him to a ſenſe of 
duty to his God. This is not a period to 
flatter and temporiſe; it is not a ſeaſon * to. 
| ſpeak peace when there is no peace; 3 is z 
not a time to indulge in criminal caſe and 
fancied ſecurity : to cure the gangrene, the 
wound mult be probed to the bottom ; we 
muſt 00 to the very root of the evil. Cry 
aloud and: ſpare not, lift up thy voice like 
a trumpet, and ſhew my people their tranſ- 
greſſions, and the houſe of [frac] their ſins. 
Awake thou that ſlcepeſt, and ariſe from 
the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light.” 


Again and: again have we met on F pre- 
— LF: ent 


3 


| ſent occaſion ; the trumpet. has been blown 


in Zion, fan alarm has been ſounded in the : 


* holy mountain; the faſt has been ſanctified, 


the ſolemn aſſembly has been called, and 
we have profeſſed to humble ourſelves by 


faſting and prayer. But while ye have thus 


faſted and beſought your God, what has 
been the real effect on your lives? Have ye. 
rent your hearts and not your garments ?_ 
Hath it repented you of your ſins, and have 
5 ye reformed the evil of your ways? Have 
5 humbled your pride? Have ye turned to 
God, and placed your ſure confidence in 
his almighty power, remembering that the 


hand of our God is upon all them for good 1 
that ſeek him? When Jonah cried, ©* Yet Bp 


forty days and Nineveh ſhall be n 


the people of Nineveh believed in God, pro- 
claimed a faſt, and put on ſackcloth, from 


the greateſt even to the leaſt, for they ſaid, 


« Who can tell if God will repent. „ 
turn away f from his fierce auger, that we. 


periſh not. 


National dififters, the ſcourge as war, 
the peſlilence of famine, and all their at- 
tendant calamities, have been generally 
found to bring a ſtubborn and rebellious 


3 people 


E 5 
people to a ſenſe of Juiy.: When the \ 


judgments of the Lord are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righte- 
ouſneſs. But have theſe taught us their moſt | 
uʒſeful leſſon? It is true, we have faſted and 
beſought our God; we have vowed repent- 
ance and ation; ; at leaſt, we have pre- 
tended to do ſo, But have repentance and re- 
formation followed? In our humiliation, | 
have public luxuries been retrenched, private 
vices reformed, or the ſervice of God been 
more ſtrictly obſerved ? In vain ſhould we 
call it national repentance, while the com- 
mands of the Almighty are neglected, his g 
laws deſpiſed, and his Jabbaths profaned in 
the moſt open manner, contrary to all laws, 
both human and divine. Shall I not viſit for 
' — theſe things, faith the Lord, and ſhall I not be 
= avenged of ſuch a nation as this?“ In vain 
ſhould we call it national reformation, while 
the luxury of Aſia ſpreads i its deadly venom, 
and the ſinful cuſtoms of Europe become _ 
every day more corrupt, while the ordinances 
of Chriſt are neglected, and many of the laws 
of God are publicly tranſ greſſed. Whence is 
: it then that thele judgments have not had 


their 


16 J 


their wonted effect? Is it that we have not 


yet filled up the meaſure of our iniquities? 
Is it that our evils have not been ſufficiently 


great? Is it that there is no ground for 


alarm no difficulties which fl us in the 
face ? It will be wiſdom to avert the danger 
before it is too late; it will be prudent to. 
call upon God while he may be found. He 
will have mercy ie” you truly repent; if 
you turn from your ſins, he will abundantly 85 
pardon. Thus ſays the omnipotent Ruler 
of the world, ING what inſtant 4 ſhall 
5 ſpeak concerning a kingdom to pluck up, 
and to pull down, and to deſtroy it; if that 
nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, 2 
turn from their evil, 1 will repent of 'the- - 
_ evil that I thought to do unto them.—But 
becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, I: 
have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded, but ye have ſet at nought my 
counſel, and would none of my reproof, I 
alſo will laugh at your calamity, I will 
mock when your fear cometh ; when your 


fear cometh as a deſolation, -and your de- 


ſtruction as a whirlwind, when diſtreſs and 


: aus cometh upon you: then ſhall they 
call : 
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6-1 1 
call upon me, but I will not anſwer; they | 
ſhall ſeek me early, but ſhall not find me, 
for that they hated knowledge, and did not 
chuſe the fear of the Lord. * 
5 then you would have national Amend tes 
ment, the reform muſt begin at home, and 
commence in private life. Individuals muſt 
purify themſelves before the body corporate 
can be ſound, Let every man firſt look to 
himſelf alone, and ſet an example of a 


virtuous and : a godly life. Let his light 


{is ſhine before men, that they may ſee his 


good works, and glorify their Father which 
is in Heaven.“ Deſpair not from the idea 
that it will have no effect. Say not that 
you are only as one of a thouſand, and tbat 
5 5 your behaviour, as an individual, will be 
only as a drop in the ocean: Be aſſured that 
it will have its due influence: Take heed 
unto thyſelf, and to thy doctrine. Be thou 5 
© example of the believers in word, 
converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in falk, P 


in purity:“ 7 directly has an effect on your- 


ſelf, which is your chief concern, and it 
will operate on others: —it muſt have "Wes 


weight on all around, 2 5 
N 1 


E 


Are you then patriots indeed ? Are you 5 


Fe friends to your native land? Are you 
well- affectioned to your country, which 
contains every thing you eſteem moſt near 

and dear under Heaven?” Do you feel any £ 
attachment to thoſe laws which protect yo 


in the ſecure enjoyment of your lives and 


property? Is it in your wiſhes to poſſeſs the 


focial charities, and the dear relation of 


father, ſon, and brother, unviolated ? Do 
you value at all your civil and religious 5 
liberty? Have 1 you any regard for the well- 
poiſed government of the fate, and me --- 
7 ſpiritual and true worſhip. of God, which 
you enjoy through your Lord and Saviour ; 
| Jeſus Chriſt? Call theſe to mind; and 
| ponder them in your hearts. Nor win 
you forget, that the eventful period i 
which you live has been marked by the 
moſt fignal interpoſitions of divine Provi- 
dence; "that this country has been diſtin- 
5 guiſhed by an exemption from that anarchy 
and confuſion which have convulſed the reſt 
of Europe; by the happy iſſue of certain 


L conjunctures, which wore a formidable and 


difaſtrous appearance ; and by the recovery 
* and 


( 9 1 
and continuance of that invaluable life, to 
which the government of theſe kingdoms 
is entruſted. I might eafily recount theſe 
and various other blefſings, public as well 
as private, which have befallen this king- 
dom —a kingdom, which the Almighty 

| ſeems to have choſen above all the nations 
of the earth ; And ſhall it be preſumptuous 
to ſay, if ye fall not from him, that he 
will ſtill make it his delight, his reſting- 
place, and his abode ?—I might, 1 fay, 

animate your feelings by a remembrance of 
thoſe various bleſſings which you have re- 
ceived at the hand at: God: And could it 
be thought they were forgotten, 7 might 
touch you to the very quick, and call upon 
your gratitude. But if not unmindful of | 
theſe benefits, you will reflect that there i is 
but one proper acknowledgment that can 
be made: In return for ſo many and ſo 
great things which the Almighty hath done 


for you, you are required to perform his 


\ 


will, and live in obedience to the Goſpel of 5 - 


| his only-begotten Son. He calls upon every CT 


one of you to exert his full and fair pro- 15 


Portion for the __ of his country, by 


ä advancing 


_ — * 
- 
— > 


. 
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ac vancing the glory of God, and promoting 
peace and good-will amongſt men ; for 


the hand of our God is upon all them for 
| good that ſcek him, but his power and his 
Wrath are againſt all them that forſake him.” 
"3,0 We faſted and beſought our God for 


this, 2 " oy my text, and he was intreated 


of us.“ Thus did Ezra and his People, 
when hey: were encompaſſed by enemies: ; 


* truſted in God, and were holpen.— 


The ſame divine aſſiſtance will be reached out 
to you, if you rely with confidence on that 
Being, whoſe wrath endureth | but the 
twinkling of an eye, and who even in his 
anger thinketh upon mercy to all them that h 
turn to him. We are now met together to 


humble ourſelves before the Almighty Lord, 


before the everlaſting God of heaven and 


of earth, to turn away his heavy e 


which are ready to fall upon us. He 1s 


" unto. all them that call upon him; 
yea, all ſuch as call upon him faithfully. 5 
Therefore take we heed while the day of 


ſalvation laſteth; for the night cometh ; 


when no man can work. Let us, while 


we have the light, believe f in the light, and 
| | walk 5 


T iy 1 


walk as children of the light, Turn ye | 


from all your wickedneſs, and your fin 


ſhall not be your deſtruction. Although 


we have ſinned, yet have we an Advocate 

with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
and he is the propitiation for our fins, and 
not for our fins only, but for the ſins of the 


whole world.” 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Re of mankind, 


| was the Prince of Peace. The Goſpel, 1 


every part, proclaims peace and mobil | 


to men, and enjoins its diſciples, 2 By 


poſſible, and as much as lieth in you, ® 
live peaceably with all men. Nay, it fur- 
= ther commands you, to reſiſt not evil, but 


to love your enemies, to bleſs them that 


1 curſe you, to do good to them that hate 
you, and to pray for them that delpite. 
fully uſe you and perſecute you.” War, 
on the principles of Chriſtianity, if at all, 
cannot be juſtified, but in caſe of abſolute N 
neceſſity. Fo: oppoſe | the wanton rage of ; 


brutal violence, it the laſt RY 


reſort on this ſide heaven. You are com- 
pelled to appeal to the God of battles as 
your Umpire and your Judge. Atom cons ? 


ſtrained 


£44 1 
ſtrained to do this, remember into whole 
3 hands you commit your care. Except 
4 the Lord kcep the city, the watchman 
4 waketh but in vain. There is no king or 
3 people that can be ſaved by the multitude # 
A of an hoſt. God putteth down one, and "7 
ſetteth up another.” | Unleſs Jehovah goeth |} 
forth with our fleets and armies, vain is the 7 
work of man. Our wooden walls, the | 
great bulwark of the nation, may, F = 
be the humble inſtrument, but we muſt = 
- aſcribe the victory unto Almighty A 9 
„It was thy right hand, and thine arm, 
and the light of thy countenance, becauſe = 
thou hadſt : a favour unto us.“ 8 
While you are eee e in the ford 
{T- cauſe- of truth and virtue, for genuine 
1 liberty, for rational government, and for 
pour holy religion; conſider your Lord and 2 
1 Maſter; . "a on the Captain of your tal. : 
vation; remember whole ſoldiers you are; 
| under whoſe banners you fight ; and the 
5 ſpiritual weapons of your warfare, which : 
are mighty through God to the pulling 
1 down of ſtrong holds. ** Put on the whole 
* = armour of God, that ye may be able to 


1 DO with. 


1 


withſtand in the evil day; having your 0 
| Joins girt about with truth, and Wenz on 


the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, and your 
feet ſhod with the preparation of the Goſpel 


of peace : above all, taking the ſhield of 
faith, wherewith ye ſhall "Bs able to quench. 


the fiery darts of the wicked. Truſt i in the 


anchor of hope, and take the helmet of 
ſalvation, and the ſword of the ſpirit, which 
is the word of God. So ſhall ye be guided 
into the haven where ye would be—into the 
haven of peace, where ! love and joy dwell 
together; ; fo ſhall ye fight the good fight, 


overcome the world, and obtain . crown 


of glory, incorruptible in the heavens, 


where ſorrow and ſighing ſhall be paſſed ; 
away, where the din of war ſhall be no 
longer heard, and the rage of battle be 
: known no more. 


Since, then, rightecufnefs exalicth: a na- 


tion, ſince religion and virtue are the delight 
of God, and ornament of man, follow 
theſe—theſe will bring peace at the laſt. 
And while you humble yourſelves before 


the throne of grace, be not ſorry as men 


without hope.“ Shall a nation, profeſſing 


the 


\ 
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the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, be caſt down 
by deſpair? Will ye fall of from your 
Creator? Will ye curſe God and die? 
« Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in 
the ſtreets of Aſkelon ! !” Be not alarmed 
beyond, reaſon ; do not deſpond through 
fear and unbelief. Let not panic 1 
terror into the ſoul, nor the croaking voice 
of angry diſcontent and boding melancholy, 
deprive you of full hope in him, who 
can ſave from the very jaws of death 
and deſtruction Who ſhall ſeparate you 
from the love of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, 5 
or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or 
nakedaeſs, or peril, or the ſword? Inall 
theſe things you are more than conquerors 
through Hed that loved you. For I am 
perſuaded that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
mall be able to ſeparate you from the love 
of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
As Chriſtians, truſting | in the divine aid, 
remember that the fervent effectual prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much; Prefer 5 
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1 your humble petition to the throne of; grace, 
pray to the Lord of all things in behalf of 
L your bleeding country. Implore him that 
it may be healed of its wounds, that it may 
be cured of its dire diſeaſe. Reflect on 
whom you place your confidence, and fal! 
not from him. In the day of battle let him 
be your fortreſs and your caſtle ; ** He is a 
rock of defence ; he is mighty 10. fave.” : 
And ſhould abundance fail, be temperate in 
all things, looking up to him for relief. 
Seek not what ye ſhall cat, nor what ye: - 
= ſhall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind.“ 
. Exert your oun beſt endeavours, and then 
truſt in Providence, for he careth for 1 you, 
and knoweth that you have need of all theſe 
things. Conlider the ravens, for they 
ſow not ; neither do they reap, nor gather 
into barns, yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them: Are ye not much better than they ? we 
Whatever danger ſhall beſet, or calam ty 
aſſail; in the 1 of famine, or the peril 
of the ſword ; ſtill truſt thou in the 11 
and ſtay upon thy God. Repent and live 


1 him, and he W ill be intreated of the 
bk. 
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Let us then lift up our hearts unto the 
Lord; let us pray to the Almighty for his 


5 grace and favour, for his aid and protec- 
tion, that he may be intreated of us: And 
may religion and the moral virtues ſpring 
up amongſt us; may the chriſtian graces 
of faith, hope, and charity, be the orna- 
ment of the age; may ſincerity, patience, 
juſtice, temperance, and integrity, be the 
exerciſe of our hearts and underſtanding ; ; 
may whatever is lovely, and of good re- 
port, flouriſh and abound to the lateſt gene- 
rations; may war, and its concomitant 
evils, be felt no more; may inteſtine diſ- 
ſentions and party rage, and divifi ons of 
every ſort, civil or religious, public or pri- 
vate, ſink to their native hell and dark 
abode; may concord, and a happy union, 
bleſs the empire throughout all its connec- 
tions: —and thou, O peace ſerene, of gentle 
and engaging character, too long, alas 
eſtranged and baniſhed from 'this weeping 
realm, return—at length return, and bring 
3 thy ſmiling train, fweet plenty, domeſtic _ 
happineſs, and public j joy. Then ſhall our 
hearts rejoice and] ing; and then.may we 


2 


1 ; 


glad our eyes to behold thoſe bleſſings which TY” 
attend on a religious,, a virtuous, and a 
happy people;—** that our ſons may grow | 
up as the young plants, and that our 
daughters may be as the poliſhed corners of 
the temple ;—that our garners may be full 
and plenteous with all manner of ſtore ;— 


that our ſheep may bring forth chouſands 


and ten thouſands in our ſtreets ;—that our 


1 
E 6 


oxen may be ſtrong to labour that there 
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be no decay, no leading into captivity, and: -} 
no complaining in our ſtreets. Happy a 
the people that are in ſuch a caſe; ven, 
bleſſed are the 3 who have the Lord 
for their God. „„ 
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